We have read with great interest the article on prediction of neonatal hyperbilirubinemia using first day serum bilirubin levels published in Indian Journal of Pediatrics [1]. Neonatal hyperbilirubinemia has significant burden in low and middle income countries, leading to morbidity and mortality [2]. As a result, screening strategies need to be devised addressing problems specific to these countries. We have two comments on this well conducted study.
Author's Reply
To the Editor: We thank the authors for reading our article entitled "Prediction of neonatal hyperbilirubinemia using 1 st day serum bilirubin levels" published in IJP [1] . We appreciate their valuable comments. They have rightly said that an ideal cut-off value which is on the lower side will be good for screening purpose and will have higher sensitivity of more than 95%. But in our study [1] , we have arrived at a cut-off value based on ROC curve obtained. Choosing a lower cut-off value nearer to 5 mg/dl resulted in higher sensitivity but at the cost of specificity and it went down drastically. An ideal test should have 100% sensitivity and 100% specificity which is practically very difficult [2] . So we chose the cut-off value to balance both sensitivity and specificity, keeping both above 80% which gave us higher negative predictive value. Similar study if done in a large sample can show us a better picture and as highlighted by the authors, can give an idealistic cut-off value with sensitivity more than 95% as well.
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